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‘Let I1Ms Flourish On Their Own," Says Dean of Cornell
Business School

All India | Written by Shweta Rajpal Kohli | Updated: July 01, 2015 22:58 IST

http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/let-iims-flourish-on-their-own-says-dean-of-cornell-business-school-777287

Soumitra Dutta, the Dean of the prestigious Cornell University's business school, has said there must be no
government interference in the functioning of institutions like I1IMs and IITs.

"The government's role should be in setting up these institutions. But after that the government should allow
them to flourish on their own," the Indian-born Mr Dutta told NDTV.

Soumitra Dutta is an HT alumnus and is ranked among top Indian-American educators. He is the first Dean
from a foreign country to be hired by a major American business school.

His comments come at a time when the Centre faces huge criticism over the draft Indian Institute of
Management (1IM) Bill that educators say will erode the autonomy of the elite learning centres.

Mr Dutta warned that any interference from the government will render these institutions unable to compete in
the global market. "If the government puts limits on what you can charge students, what you can pay to faculty
members, what you can do in terms of investments, you are limiting ability to compete in the global market," he
said.

Regarding the government's plan to set up eight new IITs, Mr Dutta said, "Too many, too fast, will lower their
brand value.”

He said he would favour setting up more 11Ts "if the government has a clear plan for putting faculty, research
strength and infrastructure for laboratories and all other elements of learning in place. It should be done before
or at the same time as the announcement."

"We cannot open a building and wait for faculty to be developed. We have a problem of faculty capability and
research strength in many institutions in India which needs to be reinforced,”" Mr Dutta added.

The 11M bill - which the government could reportedly attempt to present for Parliament's approval in July - has
drawn much criticism.

The 1IMs maintain that the bill grants the Centre powers to override its Board of Governors, which will need the
approval of the ministry for any substantial change, including fee structure, salary, admission and even
scholarshi

ps. There are apprehensions that it will reduce the board to a mere recommendatory body.
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DRDO, US, Japanese institutions eager to partner with 11 T-
Kanpur

Abhinav Malhotra, TNN | Jul 1, 2015, 04.56 PM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/DRDO-US-Japanese-institutions-eager-to-partner-with-IIT-
Kanpur/articleshow/47896335.cms

KANPUR: In order to help Centre realize its 'Make In India' programme, lIT-Kanpur has taken a giant step where
prototype of seven different domain products ranging from flexible displays to flexible LEDs, organic solar cells to
flexible sensors, wearable and lightweight electronics on textiles, security packaging of medicines to check circulation of
fake drugs and flexible lighting would be developed.

A national centre for flexible electronics centre is being set up at lIT-Kanpur. lIT-Bombay has shown keen interest in
joining hands for working on the new technology domain. lIT-K is also keen in roping international collaborators for this
project. Technical institutions in US and Japan are interested in doing joint work in this direction. The IIT-K authorities
are in talks with these foreign institutions. Even Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) spoke to IIT-K
to make them a partner in research pertaining to needs in defence field.

The institute has so far partnered with two industries to speedily commercialise the prototype of the flexible electronic
products. The entire exercise being done is aimed at conducting research and development in large area flexible
electronics that serves as a foundation for development of domestic industry under the Make In India initiative to grow
the country as a manufacturing hub through new technology domain. lIT-Kanpur will also train manpower in flexible
electronics domain. The trained manpower would become asset and engage in mass production of such prototyped
products in industries.

[IT-K director Indranil Manna informed that the emerging range of electronic products that are flexible, bendable and
can be printed like newspapers is taking the shape worldwide and therefore even India is interested in it. "Flexible and
large area electronics devices are driven by innovative applications at a much lower cost than conventional methods of
manufacturing. In this type of technology, circuits will be printed on plastic, paper etc. Flexible and printable electronic
products find application in a number of sectors such as healthcare, power, lighting, defence, security packaging etc. IIT-
K wants to champion this new technology and compete with the world before this technology emerges in the foreign
land and is adopted by India. Let India be the master of this technology," said Manna.

He stressed on the fact that lIT-Kanpur with its experience and capability can play a leadership role in this area.

Professor Monika Katiyar, head of the core team, informed that [IT-Bombay and some other institutes in the country
have shown interest to partner IIT-K in doing research. She said that even US and Japan are eager to join hands and talks
are on with them. She said that a total of 55 experts will be hired to work in the national centre for flexible electronics
and in next five years, the target is to roll out seven prototypes of such flexible and bendable products.

Another core team member Y N Mahapatra informed that the rapid rise in demand for cost-effective consumer
electronic products, especially for healthcare, packaging, power generation and lighting, military and logistics, is going to
be a major driving factor for flexible electronics, requiring products to be flexible and lighter and having ability to
conform to various shapes.
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